THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARlYAH

ship of idols is different from his will about its occurrence,
yet what abu-Hashim said about its being willed from the
standpoint which he abominated, does not follow. And as
for the reversal, it is said Allah forbids kneeling to idols, and
has given a command about it, and it has been firmly held by
the Mu'tazilah that Allah commanded only the occurrence of
the thing, and also forbids only its occurrence. Moreover, as
they have held that Allah commanded kneeling as an. act of
worship to him, it must therefore follow that he forbids
something from the standpoint which he commanded; for
he forbids only the occurrence of the thing, and kneeling is
only one occurrence. If, however, it had two occurrences.
it would be necessary for it to be created from one stand-
point and uncreated from another, whereupon the same
conclusion about commanding and forbidding is forced upon
him which was forced upon his father and the merchants ( ?)
with regard to willing and abominating.

His sixth heresy is his view regarding " the status"
(Ahw3l)9 which view was considered heretic by his fellow
Mu'tazilites, as well as the other sects. What forced him
to this heresy was the question put by our followers, the old
Mu'tazilites, as to whether the learned among us differs
from the ignorant by his knowledge in himself or for some
other reason. They rejected the view that he differed from
him in himself because both are o-f one kind. It is impos-
sible that his difference with himself should be neither be-
cause of himself nor for some other reason, because then, in
differing from himself, he would not be superior to anyone
else. It necessarily follows, too, that Allah has in his dif-
ference from the ignorant a significance (mdna) or an
attribute by which he is differentiated. He thus claims that
Allah differs from the ignorant only for being in a special
state (hal). Therefore the state exists in three situations.
The first is the one in which the subject (mausuf) itself
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